
May be photocopied for classroom use. Texts and Lessons for Content-Area Reading by Harvey “Smokey” Daniels and Nancy Steineke, © 2011 (Portsmouth, NH: Heinemann).

Text Codes

 3         When you read something that makes you say, “Yeah, I knew that”
or “I predicted that” or “I saw that coming.”

    X        When you run across something that contradicts what you know 
or expect.

    ?         When you have a question, need clarification, or are unsure.

     !          When you discover something new, surprising, exciting, or fun 
that makes you say cool, whoa, yuck, no way, awesome.

 H        When you read something that seems important, vital, key, 
memorable, or powerful.

      When the reading really makes you see or visualize something.

  
   

When you have a connection between the text and your life, 
the world, or other things you’ve read.

   zzz      This is boring, I’m falling asleep.


